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under ground and, and to be extremely injurious to health by 
producing indigestion, diarrhoea, and other diseases. In some 
cases granaries are kept so long closed that’ the bad smell 


emitted from them at the time of their being — is most 
offensive and deadly. 


In order to avert these evil consequences ; the writer sug. 
gests that a strict prohibition should be issued by Government 
against the practice of storing grain in pitss This plan will 
also be useful in preventing the dearness of grain, which is 
due chiefly to wholesale purchases being made of it by fore- 
stallers. He would also ask Government to have an examin- 
ation made of the properties of the corn kept in stores, and a 
report of the result furnished by the doctors. entristed with 


the duty. The attention of eee committees is also invi- 
ted to the evil. 


The Muir Gazette of the 20th December repeats from the 
Aina-i-Aib-Numd-i-Hind the particulars of a case of murder 
which took place at Umballah on the 23rd October last. Nawab 
- Tbraheem Ali Khan, prince of Malair Kotlah, during his stay | 

at the house of Kalka Pershad, was one day shooting a bird in | 
company with his officers, when some persons of the chamar 
caste happened to come there to sell grass. The Nawab forced 
one of them to wait to make the birds fly from one trea to 
another. The chamar complied with the request for a time, ~ 
and then excused himself, saying that he was a poor man and 
must be off to sell his grass, which so displeased the Nawab. 
that he discharged his gun at him, which killed him. At this, 
the odmp: ions of the deceased raised loud cries, which caused 
pd Nawab much anxiety. He consulted a wise man how to 
evade the charge of murder, who advised him to have it 
reported that while he was busy shooting, a shot from the 
musket of Peera, sowar, missed its aim and struck the deceased, 
and to bribe his fellows to bear witness to the statement. 
This plan succeeded so well that the Nawab was absolved from 
the charge, though the court at the same time made it com- 
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pulsory on him to support the family of the mererenie settee 
however, the Nawab does not do as he ought. | fat 


The editor of the Muir Gazette ‘expresses. his regret at tha 
injustice done, and is of opinion that the case should be retried 
by the authorities of the district by private inquiries being 
made into it,.and proper orders should then be passed. : 


“The Lawrence Gazette of the 22nd December reviews the 
article which appeared in the Pioneer of the 23rd November 


last, in refutation of the position taken up by Dr. Hunter 


in relation to the question of jhdd in his recent work on * Our 
Indian Musalmans.” The editor fully concurs with the views 
expressed in the article, which he elucidates as follows :— 

The term jihad means “ fichting with sincere motives i in 
the cause of God for the defence of Islam.’ This has its con- 
ditions, the principal among which is hindrance on the part 
of the reigning sovereign to the practice of the rites which 
are the bases or groundwork of the structure of the Moslem 
faith, such as ‘prayers and festivals, fasts, pilgrimages, alms- 
giving agreeably to the principles prescribed in the Qo ran 


(zakdt). In India, under the British rule, no such conditions 


exist. The Musalmans, each and all, not only enjoy full liberty: 
and toleration in following their religious rites, but receive aid 
and support from the Governmentin performing them. Faci- 
lities are afforded for performing the hajj, convenient arrange- 
ments are made for observing the prayers.of the:two Eeds, 
and proper indulgences are allowed in celebrating the Mohur- 
yum and other rites. All this is simply in pursuance of the 
wishes which Her Gracious Majesty the Queen has been pleased 
to express in her proclamation allowing full liberty to the 
people of every religion and sect throughout her Indian domi- 


nions in the observance of the forms of their faith. This 


principle is strictly adhered to by the several local Govern- 


ments: and administrations, and was openly. professed by the 


Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces in the 
speech lately delivered by him in the Moradabad. durbar.: 
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> Sachi being the ‘ease, the lagality of a: jihéd 18 ab once dis 
proved, and it was for this reason that a decree proving. such 
~ an enterprize to, be at variance with Islam was lately. passed by 
the unanimous consent of the most distinguished Mahomedan, 
doctors of law,.which was published in newspapers (vide p. 371, 
para. 2,.of the Selections, for. the week ending 30th September, 
1870). After these established facts Dr. Hunter’s assumption 
that a jiidd could be. lawful cannot but be set: down as 
¢himerical. The fact of the Musalmans being protected in: India 
(mustémin), acknowledged by the Doctor, is. in itself a con~ 
tradiction of such legality, a position confirmed by the prophet’s 


owa precedent, who, on the occasion of his. flight. (Aijraé). 
from Mecea sought refuge in Abyssinia as a place. of amm 
(protection), which wag then raled over by a Christian king 
called the Wajashee or. Negus, and lived there in peace for a 
leng time without ever: thinking of raising a, jikdd, even, 
thongh in, time he gained strength in the. number of his 
followers, nie A eer ets one bee a: ie ; 
On, these. grounds, the illegality of jikéd is manifest, 
though it cannot be denied that there are.a few among: the 
Musalmans to whom the. dull inactivity in which they lead 
their lives isan. inducement to iadulge in extravagant:schemes: 
of the. kind. Idleness: is: an evil: which ought to be. guarded: 
against in all, and: it is with this object.in: view: that philoso- 
phers: have. advised men never to, sit inactive: but, follow: some 
pursnit.or another, and sovereigns:of. old divided: theeducated, 
_ portion. of their subjects: inte four classes, and, allotted special. 
duties to.each. ‘Iihesé. were:—-(1) the official class, or- men, 
who. were entrusted with. the.exeautive functions of the States 
¢2) doctors: of' law, who, were invested: with the settlement of 
religious matters; (3). the tutor-class, who had. the charge:of 
instructing’; and (4): authors, who devoted. their time to writing 
poetical or- prose: works. Under’ the existing arran gementa, 
men of the-first, third, andfourth.of these classes are engaged 
each. inthe work of: their profession, while those of the-second 


¢35) 


and then‘ to ‘dwell : upon. the 'iniagittary schémes' bf jhid to 
which Dr. Hunter refers. In order to guard against -alb 
apprehensions from these, therefore, the hest plan . would 

to employ them in some way or other, which cannot be dene 
in a better way than by.appointing them as. Oriental teachers 
of the Arabic. and Persian classes to be opened in Govern- 
ment colleges.in accordance with the resolution of the Secre- 
tary of State on the subject of Mahomedan education. 


| The same paper, in its. column. of. local news, complains: 
that, in consequence of the firing of the morning, mid-day, 
and night gun having been stopped im the city (Meerut), the 
people have. to suffer great. inconvenience, _ It is. remarked. 
that the proposal, though it. will effect. a slight. saving of. 
money, 1s inj urious to the people at large, as all clocks, watches, 
and. gongs have become incorrect, while labourers have been 
subjected to great: difficulty from not knowing when to leave. 
off their work for-theix usual.meal. The writer is of opinion 
that.as the ten o’elock gun: is fired on Sundays in order te 
call men to prayer, so should the firing of the mid-day gun 
se continued for the sake of the public good. 


The Meerut Gazette of the 23rd December Selah from, 
the Oudhk Akhbdr that with a view to ‘furnishing a correct 
standard of" time, a native gentleman recently preferred an 
application to the Madras Government requesting that if the. 
firing of the mid-day gun, which has been, abolished on con- 
sideration of the expense incurred. in the gunpowder. used, 
were restored, he’would undertake to pay such expense ; pas 
that the application has been ganctjoned. The Meerut Gazette 
finds fault’ with this thrifty policy of the Government, and 
pronounces it to be extremely unbecomin ne and ridiculous — 
is remarked that the well-known saying, penny wise and 
pound: foolish” is truly. applicable in the case,. for, while no 
steps are taken to check the enormous sums of | money. embez- 
zled and wasted in the Public Works, the Commisariat, and 
ether departments of adrninistration,.the idea-of' saving: en 


6 gunpowder has been allowed:to.preponderate. “The writer: 


ealls upon the editor of the Ji niian Abuses to take due notice 
of the matter in his paper. 


The Mdrwér Gazette of the 25th December ‘publishes - a 
notification issued by the Government of Marwar calling upon. 
the chiefs, muséhibs, persons of the richer classes, and other 
subjects throughout the state to assist by subscriptions in 
carrying out a scheme for. the effectual repair of a large 
tank, called Baee Sahiba’s Tank, which now allows all its water 
to escape,’ projected by the Maharajah at the instance of the — 
Political Agent in order to remove the prevailing scarcity of 
water in Jodhpore. ‘The subscriptions thus raised will be 
placed in charge of certain gentlemen of the city, and the 
work of construction will be conducted under the supervision — 
of a special committee to be appointed for the purpose, with 
the Political Agent at its head. The subscriptions will be 
received by the Maharajah with thanks, and their receipt noti- 
fied in the local papers, viz., the, Mérwdr Gazette and the 


Muhibb-i-Mérwdr. The Maharajah himself will contribute 
Rs. 10,000. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhdé of the 26th Tconiien | is SOrry e 
hear that some of the officers of the Nawab of Rampore, under 
the influence of religious prejudices have, without His High- 
ness’ permission, prohibited the sounding of the sunkh, or conch 
blown by the Hindoos at the time of worshipping their deities, 
in some villages of the state. The editor remarks that the 
news, if true, certainly reflects great disgrace on the Nawab’s 
rule. ‘ The conch,” says he, “ it is true will not be sounded in 
Hindoo temples, but at the same time the fame of this unjust 
policy will be trumpeted all over the world, seeing that it is 
the duty of a ruler to deal impartially with his. subjects of 
whatever creed. Where such a principle is not observed, the 


people grow disaffected,®and this disaffection ieee brings 
about the downfall of the State.” 2 


The Shola-i-Tér of the same date publishes a list of the 
subscriptions raised by the Social Amprovenient Society of 
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Cawnpore: ‘at a-meoting held on the Ist December, under : the 

auspices of the Magistrate of the District, for the relief of the 
sufferers by the late floods at Jounpore. The. total amount 
raised was-Rs. 1,987, of which Rs. 1,705 were contributed by 
the: native gentlemen of the.city, ond Rs. 282 by the district 
authorities, - _A similar scheme for raising subscriptions in aid 


_ of the people of Jounpore is in contemplation at Allahabad.. 


“The Benares Akhbde of the 28th December learns fiom: a 
correspondent that a plot was recently formed at’ Gwalior to 
poison the Maharaj ah. Twenty-two persons have been impri~ 
soned ‘on the suspicion of being united in the intri; gue, and 
among these is the father of the Maharajah’s adopted son, who 
is in strict confinement. The crime, if proved, ranks as 
murder, and ought to be capitally punished ; but the Mahara- 
jah, it is believed, will show mercy to the offenders. a 


The Akhbér-i-A lam of the same date invites the attention 
of Government to the unfair practice which has of late years 
gained ground in cities and towns, of selling counterfeit lace, 
gold-thread, and the like things as genuine, Many suffer 
great loss from this kind of deception, and as the purchasers 
are not always residents of the same city: with the sellers, nor 
can they furnish any proof to show beyond a doubt that such 
a thing was purchased from a particular merchant, there is no 
chance of their prosecuting the latter for cheating with success. 
Accordingly, counterfeit lace and gold-thread are employed in 
the manufacture of different articles of dress to a considerable 


extent, and the unfair practice is carried on in broad oer: 
light with impunity. 


_As the abuse is cies detrimental to the ‘eisai pm | 
Jarge, the writer thinks that it should be prohi bited by law. 
He would also recommend that shops where the manufacture 
and sale of such things are carried on, be required to obtain a 
license’ from Government, and to report -weekly, or at least 
monthly, to the police-office, the quantity of things sold, with 
particulars as to false and genuine. Shops for the sale of the 


Se 


4wo ‘kinds of things should be distinct: from one another, and 
each should have a'sign-board hung at it; stating both ip 
English and: Vernacular which of the tivo —— of the 
articles aresoldatif. oo. | 


The Allygurk Institute Glaseite of: din 29 th Dovenber in ‘ 
long leader, discusses the impropriety of the sentence passed 
by a Sessions Court against a person being carried out before 
hia appeal has been decided by the High Court. The object 
contemplated by Government by the establishment of courts 
of different: grades is that all errors in judgment which may 
be committed by the courts of original jurisdiction may be 
rectified by the higher courts, and full justice be thereby done 
to persons accused of a crime. The benefits of such a system 
of courts cannot, therefore, be overrated. Unfortunately, 
however, its usefulness is greatly deteriorated by:a- special 
proceeding, which is this, When a person on being commit- 
ted by a Court of First Instance to the Sessions Court is 
declared guilty by the latter, the sentence is at once carried 
out, and the poor man is doomed to’ rigorous’ imprisonment 
with all the attendant processes of disgrace and humiliation— 
such as the shaving of his head, beard, and moustaches ; his 
being stripped of his fine clothes and made to wear a’ jacket 
made of blanket, and to ‘perform menial ‘offices of. a most 
degrading nature and such as require the greatest bodily 
labour and exertion; his rec elving a fixed quantity of food of 
the coarsest kind, and being shut up at night in a close cell; 
and, in short, his being made to lead a life resembling that of 
savages—before the finat orders of the Hi gh Court are passed. 

in the case. In this way numerous persons, who: are after- 
wards acquitted by the High Court in appeal; are made to 
suffer either a portion or the whole of the sentence passed upon 
them by: the Sessions Court, with all its. concomiitants of dig- 
grace just mentioned, which is: extremely: unjust. - Moreover 
asa Sessions Court holds the same. telation to the Hi, ple Court 
in subordination as 4 Gourt of Fizst-Tnslaises dion to the Ses 
‘sions Court, itis nothing eunrten tigi justiog- that persons 


(@) 
convicted ‘by: a: Sessions Court shonld be released on bail until 
‘their appeal is decided. by the High Court, just ‘as those held 
guilty by a court of original jurisdiction are until orders aré 
passed on their case by the Sessions Judge.. The grievance 
is one of a most serious nature,: and thé writer has, therefore, 
strong hopes that the attention of Government will be drawn 
to it, and steps will soon be taken by it ta remove the same. 


The same paper learns from the Indian Daily News that thé 
Board of A gency, Caleutta, has issued orders to the East India 
Railway officers subordinate to it, to the effect that the: sala- 
ries of the Hindoostanee employés in the service of the company 
should be considerably reduced, and should not exceed Rs. 75 
per mensem at the utmost. ‘The cause of this reduction, accord: 
ing to the editor of the India Daily News, is that on a com- 
parison of the éxpenses of the East India Railway with those 
of the Great India Peninsula Railway, it was found that the 
scale of salaries allowed by the former to the Hindoostanees 
employed under it exceeded that laid down for similar employée - 


by the latter. 


The editor of the A Iygurh Institute Gacette inkes scesepthcnk 
to the order, and thinks it a great pity that the effect of all 
reductions that are made in any department of administration 
falls chiefly on the poor natives, while all promotions and 
additions to salaries are shared exclusively by others. It ig 
highly unjust that Rs. 75 should be fixed as the highest limit 
of pay for native employds in the railway department simply 
because of their being natives, and the writer would strongly 
suggest that all such distinction of colour or creed should be 
entirely set aside in the matter reductions and promotions. 


: Bhe Koh-i-Ndr of the 30th December notices: a serious 
casé’of robbery which took place in Delhi on the 16th idem: 
The particulars were these: ~At:11 p.m. a party of .Goojurs 
entered the shop:of:a cloth-merchant named. Purushottam Dagy 
situated near the Bara Dureeba,' and: took away property 
worth several hundred rupees. ' While they were making: off 
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with the! goods, a Europédn, whiolives near Sumroo Begam'’s 
Garden, hearing the noise pursued them, whenthe thtevesthrew 
4wo patke df goods on the ground: and! made off with: the rest 
of the property, valued at Rs.:400. . The writer eS a his 
zegret that cases of this kind should happen <n the city, and 
thieves ‘should dare to commit dacoities in’ open market. 


The same paper praises the Maharajah of Nabha for his 
administration ‘of: justice. As a. bright example of this is 
mentioned the case. of a Goojur. woman whose husband was 

illed by a factious rabble, and.who had sought for justice at 
the court in the time of the late Rajah aboutayearago. Not 
enly.has.due notice of the ease'now been taken and the 'offen- 
ders brought to punishment, but a sum of Rs. 500 has been 
granted from the royal treasury for the maintenance of the 
infant child of the deeeased. Other cases which fell into 
arrears during the time of the late Rajah aré being eleared off, 
full justice: and équity being dealt. ont-in‘all.. This has won 
for the Rajah the gratitude and affections of his: people. 


A correspondent of the Urdé Akhbdr of the’ 1st January _ 
blames. the Qhief Justice of Bombay for refusing his office the 
general holiday allowed. in all public offices ‘on the occasion of 
the recent:solar'eclipse.. Notwithstanding the earnest entréa- 
ties of pleaders and other officials, the Chief Justice insisted 
en their attending the'court, which the correspondent consi- 
ders extremely’ objectionable, seeing that on the: day of an 
eclipse Hindoos ate enjoined by their religion’ to: give np: all 
works and pay exclusive attention. to-the weeny of Gnd, 
: EDUCATIONAL. | 


A correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette of the 22nd Do: 
eember, writing from Roorkee, complains that while the general 
arrangements for the comfort of the students: of the Civil 
Engineering College there are good, two sources of inconveni- 
ence exist. The first.is the bad state of the privies, which are 
_ earthen constructions and have been partly demolished by the 
rains, and.are; besides, used by khalassces and employés of the 


c 
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oe set-apart exchusively for the students ; and sevond- 
ly; the imperfect arrangements for ablution.. The large earthen 
pans provided for this purpose are at all times kept fult of water 
tothe very brim, but under orders from the . Civil. Sugeon no 
student. is allowed to throw the water on the ground. The 


oprrespondent suggests steps. should be taken to remove both 
these sources of i inconvenience, - 
MISCELLANEOUS. a 


“The Undid Akhbar of the 24th Deeember has a.communi= 


cated article on fellowship between European officers and the 
natives of India. The'writer thinks it 4 great pity that, notwith- f 
standing the long period that has elapsed: since the establish- 
ment of the British rule in Tndia, the people are still alien to | 
the Government; and a system of friendly and familiar inter- 
eourse between the rulers and the ruled, which alone can ensure 
the permanence aid -stability of a Government, is a deside-. \ 
ratum. This is due chiefly to the following reasons: i. 
(a) The proud behaviour of Enplish officers, who, on ) : 
coming to India lose that politeness and condescension which | 
characterize them while at home, and are so influenced by it 
thoughts of the power and authority which they enjoy as to 1 
treat the natives with coolness and indifference, which alienates- i: 


the minds‘of the latter from them. . To this chiefly it is owing 
that, notwithstanding thé innumerable’ comforts and. blessings 
they enjoy under the British rule; which were unknown in the 
time: of the alicient. sovereigns; the English Government has 
failed. up to this time to win thé hearty affections and love of its 1 
subjects+ while thé late rulers are still remembered with feelings 1 
of love and:esteem.. Pre-éminent among these may be men 
tioned the Empéror Akbar, who, though hundreds of years have 4 
now passell since his rule, is still adored by the people of India; | 
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And to what was all thisdue? Simply to his kind and conciliat- 7 
ing manners: and his associating freely with his subjects of & ' 
different relizion (the Hindoos), and adopting their customs and 


usages.- The example thus set was eagerly followed by Musal- 
mans in: general, and the result. was that a system of perfect 
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union ahd friendship was established between the two nations, 
and the rulers and the ruled: became blended with one another. 
'(b) Want of a fixed and permanent ruler to govern India, 
Under the existing arrangements Englishmen rule over India 
just asthe eagle maintains his empire in the sky, who pounces 
upon his prey and then retires to his eyrie to enjoy the spoil. 
In other words, their’ present system of governing is such as 
shows that it is not their object to rule permanently over the 
country, but to drain it of its wealth as much asthey can. The 
Government of the country is placed in the hands of a Viceroy; 
who holds the office a few years and is then replaced by: 
another, whoin his turn gives place to a third, andsoon. Such 
change of rulers cannot but create distrust in the minds of the 
people, and is far from inspiring them with confidence in the 
Government, and is the principal cause of keeping the natives 
aloof from the English, The appointment of a permanent 
sovereign would remove all this distrust, and by inducing a large 
number of Kuropeans to settle in the country as their home 
and final abode, would bring the two peoples into close intimacy 
and unite them by the ties of brotherly love and consanguinity, 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd of the 26th December publishes 

a chhand (Hindee verses in the form of the Vedic metre) com- 
posed by Baboo Harish Chandra, a well-known gentleman of 
Benares and a Hindee poet of no ordinary merit, on the occa- 
sion of the recent illness of His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales. The. chhand, after singing praises of the Almighty, 
prefers prayers in the most touching strains on the part of the 
people of India for the speedy recovery of the Prince. All forms 
of humiliations, entreaties, earnest devotion, and meek submis~ 
sion are used by the poet in craving the boon. The verses beau- 

tifully describe the Prince’s illness as having disturbed the peace 

of a world, and Her Majesty the Queen as the life and soul of 

vast millions of people, and by means of this representation, as 

wellason the score of the helpless condition of the people of Ins 

dia, moves the Almighty with extreme earnestness to grant the 

petition of the “ numbersnumberless” who pray for his recovery: 
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